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M I L E S TO N E S  |  W E D D I N G

  

Taylor-Fagen
Sara Marie Taylor and 

Joel Scott Fagen were mar-
ried at 1:30 p.m. on April 17th 
at St. Raphael’s Cathedral in 
Dubuque, Iowa. Monsignor 
Wayne A. Ressler officiated. 
The couple and their families 
hosted a dinner and dance that 
evening at the Hotel Julien, 
Dubuque. Parents of the cou-
ple are Joan and Raymond J. 
Taylor of Dubuque, Iowa, and 
Patricia and David A. Fagen 
of Rockford, Illinois, formerly 
of Burlington, Iowa. The bride 
owns BlueFront Strategies, a 
strategic consulting and news 
media firm, focused on help-
ing corporations and trade 
associations with crisis, brand 
and advocacy management. In 
2009, she co-founded Resonate 
Networks, an online adver-
tising platform. Sara worked 

for 8 years for President 
George W. Bush, in both of his 
campaigns and in the White 
House. In 2005, he appointed 
her Deputy Assistant to the 
President and Director of the 
Office of Political Affairs. She 
is a graduate of Wahlert High 
School in Dubuque, Iowa, and 
holds a Bachelor of Science 
in Finance for Drake Uni-
versity, Des Moines, Iowa. 
Since 2000, the groom has 
been a photographer and sat-
ellite uplink engineer for the 
international Fox Cable News 
Channel. He began his career 
as a combat videographer for 
the U.S. Marine Corps. After 
his service, he joined the news 
industry, first in Rockford, Illi-
nois for NBC affiliate WTVO 
then moving to Fox affiliates 
in Fort Myers and Tampa, 
Florida. In 2000, he joined the 
Fox News Cable channel in the 
Atlanta, GA, bureau and then 
the Washington, D.C., bureau. 
During his tenure with Fox 
News, his assignments have 
included covering the wars 
in Afghanistan, Iraq and Isra-
el. He is a 1984 graduate of 
Burlington Community High 
School. He attended Western 
Illinois University and the 
University of Northern Iowa. 
The couple met at a wedding 
in San Miguel De Allende, 
Mexico, in 2007. They will 
honeymoon in Italy and reside 
in Arlington, Virginia.

Tell us about your milestone
To have information about your engagement, wedding, anniver-
sary or birthday appear in People of the Rock River Valley, call the 
Register Star Classified Advertising department at 815-962-2400 
to request a form, or go to rrstar.com/placeanad and click on the 
type of announcement you have under “Place a celebration ad in 
People.”

Your Guide
to Having Fun

Weekly 
planner
Every Monday in print 
in GO and online at 
go.rrstar.com.
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Music and intrigue
“Symphony No. 6: Is There a Hidden Meaning?”: 7 p.m., Riv-erfront Museum Park, 711 N. Main St., Rockford. Rockford Symphony Orchestra Music Director Steven Larsen explores the mystery behind Tchaikovsky’s final masterpiece,sometimes known as “The Pathet-hique.” Tchaikovsky died a few days after the 6th Symphony premiered, and some of the controversy stems from whether he committed suicideor was coerced into killing himself. Free; no reservations needed. rockfordsymphony.com
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Su-per-cal-i-frag ... 
you get the idea
Encore! Coffee and a Movie: 5:30 p.m., Cherry Valley Public Library, 755 E. State St., Cherry Valley. See “Mary Poppins” starring Julie Andrews andDick Van Dyke. Bring the family. Free; no RSVP needed. cherryvalley.lib.il.us  

Meet Bears star 
Johnny Knox Autograph Session:6 p.m., GQ Sports inside CherryVale Mall, 7200 Harrison Ave., Rockford. Tickets are on sale to meet Knox (below) of the Chicago Bears from 6 to 7 p.m. Each ticket — $14.95 if you buy something at GQ to have Knox autograph, $19.95 if you bring yourown merchandise — includes one autograph. 815-332-2149

Peace through 
poetry

Rock out with 
MySpace fave

Meet other 
runnin’ fools
Rockford Road Runners Meeting:Dinner at 6 p.m. with meeting at 7, Stockholm Inn, 2420 Charles St.,Rockford. Find out more about the local running group at rockfor-droadrunners.org.

Laughing 
matter
Jerry Seinfeld: 7 p.m., Coronado Performing Arts Center, 314 N. Main St., Rockford. Tickets, $47 to $77, at coronadopac.org, 815-968-0595 or Coro-nado box office. GO columnist Will Pfeifer (right), who’s seen Seinfeld twice: “Performing live, Jerry Seinfeld is just what you’d expect — very sharp, very fast and very funny. His observational humor is similar to the material that made ‘Seinfeld’ so quick-witted, but now that he’s a dad, he sprin-kles in plenty of amusing jokes about kids, too.”
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Abby Kellett looks out at the Arno River that runs through Florence, Italy. Kellett, a Harding University 
public relations major, was studying abroad over spring break.

More photos from Italy

Abby Kellett is pictured with 
Andrea, owner/founder of Dolce-
mente, a gelato shop in Scandic-
ci. Kellett writes, “When I studied 
abroad in 2008 I’d walk two 
hours to his store nearly every 
day just to visit with him and eat 
his gelato, (he rarely let me pay.) 
Two years later when I went back 
on this trip and walked into his 
store, he recognized me instantly 
and showed me the postcard I’d 
sent him from Chicago; it was 
hanging on his shop’s wall.”

Harlem High School graduate 
Abby Kellett drinks a spuma 
bionda at Cafe Mario in Flor-
ence, Italy, while on a Harding 
University study-abroad trip over 
spring break.


